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keep serious unrest from breaking into open rebellion, and where
even civil war was not the holocaust it seemed to be elsewhere.

But though the Government welcomed them, as did the wiser
of the industrial class, there were certain difficulties in the
situation. The rulers were very busy trying to organize the
nation on stable lines and these new-comers did not always fit in.
They had not fled from French or Spanish Catholicism to accept
a compromise called the Anglican Church, into which Elizabeth
and her advisers meant to force the bulk of the nation. Again,
they might be poor and come on the rates, which a reluctant
public was just beginning to pay for the relief of its own destitute ;
it had no fancy to add pauper aliens to its charges. Lastly, they
were mostly highly skilled artisans, and yet not subject to the
rules of the home worker. The last factor was the most difficult
to deal with and events like Evil May Day in 1517, when a number
of aliens were killed by a mob, were repeated more than once.
The usual plan was to organize them in colonies, and though
this no doubt delayed their absorption into the nation, it was
probably the best plan possible at the time.

Changes in Special Industries. During the period there were
changes in certain industries that heralded the revolution of the
next century. We have already noted the introduction of the
manufacture of the finer kinds of finished cloths, chiefly by
alien craftsmen, the beginnings of the cotton and the hardware
industries. In connexion with this last was a very great change.
The iron fields of the Middle Ages were Sussex, Kent, Surrey,
Monmouth, and the Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire. No
successful method had yet been found of smelting iron except
by charcoal, and the great forests of the Weald were nearing
depletion. Consequently the industry grew in the west, and
all the more rapidly that there at hand was coal as well as iron-
ore. For although coal was still hardly used for smelting it was
used to forge the iron into tools and hardware. Also, since the
articles could be made in the same neighbourhood as the pigs
of iron, transport was saved. Hence grew up an iron industry
that spread up the Severn and through the coalfields of South